Chesterfield Public Library

Board of Trustees Meeting

December 7, 2009

Present: Jane Anderson, Catherine Dail, Erika Laskowski, Judy Koopmann, Josh Goldberg,  Andrew Mueller.  Absent: Ed Cheever, Karen Guyette, Selectman Cliff Emery. 

1. Call to Order: 6:32 pm by Goldberg.

2. Internet Provider: Goldberg provided update on options available after Pine Tree Cable abruptly closed.  Another cable company, Argent Communications, has actively moved toward taking over Pine Tree's systems. Satellite is another option and Wild Blue offers the best service for the price – $2,040 for a two year contract. Since Argent Communications has indicated they will come to an agreement about taking over Pine Tree very soon, it seems prudent to wait until next week's regular meeting to see if this occurs. We also need to be ready to go to Wild Blue if Argent doesn't work out. Goldberg made a motion to authorize him to order Wild Blue service for the library contingent upon arrival of other resources. This matter will be reviewed at next week's meeting.  2nd by Laskowski.  Motion passed.

3. Holiday Closings:  Anderson proposed closing at 1 pm on Thursday, December 24, Saturday, December 26, 1 pm on Thursday, December 31, and Saturday, January 2.  The library is normally closed on Fridays. Board members agreed with this schedule.

4. Adjourn: 7:05 pm.

Chesterfield Public Library

Board of Trustees Meeting

December 15, 2009

Present: Jane Anderson, Josh Goldberg,  Andrew Mueller, Karen Guyette, Catherine Dail, Erika Laskowski, Judy Koopmann.  Absent: Ed Cheever,  Selectman Cliff Emery.

1. Call to Order:  7:09 pm by Goldberg. 

2. Secretary’s Report: Motion to approve November 17 minutes by Guyette, 2nd by Mueller   Motion approved and minutes placed on file.

3. Treasurer’s report: Reviewed and placed on file. The possibility of having someone expert in QuickBooks help clean up and better configure the monthly report was discussed.  Russell contacted Carol Sorterup, who set up the system, and she agreed.

4. Technology report

a. Internet connection: Since Argent Communications signed a deal to take over Pine 

Tree Cable, there is no need at this time to sign up with Wild Blue.  For its email, the library will use a box on Fat Cow, our website provider.

5. Policies

     a. Personnel policy changes: A motion was made by Guyette and seconded by Mueller to make the following changes to the Personnel Policy:  

      1) Add  a section “ Family and Medical Leave. Family medical leaves of absence without pay under the federal Family and Medical Leave Act  are provided to eligible employees who wish to take time off from work duties to fulfill family obligation relating directly to childbirth, adoption, or placement of a foster child; or to care for themselves, a child, spouse, or parent with a serious health condition. A serious health condition means an illness, injury, impairment, or physical or mental condition that involves inpatient care in a hospital, hospice, or residential medical care; or continuing treatment by a health care provider. “  

      2) in the section Benefits: Staff working at least 35 hours/week, Holidays, add “Floating Holiday at employee's discretion” 

     3) change the heading Benefits:Staff working at least 20 hours per week to Benefits: Staff working at least 1,000 hours per year.  This section will read:  Paid Vacation hours will be as follows:  0-3 years – none, 3+ years – 25 hours.  Motion was passed.


Leona Taft, Assistant Director,  submitted her resignation, effective January 16.  She will retire from the library after 27 years of service.  The Board accepted her resignation with great regret and expressed their appreciation for her many years of dedicated service to the library and the town. To fill the vacancy, Anderson plans to reconfigure the staffing and hire two people for 20 hours apiece. 

6. Old Business

       a. Evaluations:  Anderson has completed evaluations of the staff.  The Board will do her evaluation at the January meeting.

       b. Sign board: Guyette reported that the sign company where she got the original quote has closed.  She will look into other sign makers.

 7. New Business

        a. Donations- shelving:  A motion was made by Laskowski and seconded by Dail to accept a $1,000 donation from Stoff to be used for shelving, and a $150 donation from Fryberger to be used for youth, garden and travel materials.  Motion passed.

        b. PSNH meters donated:  Four PSNH Kill-A-Watt power meters have now been donated to the library.  Mueller will do a blurb for the website to highlight their use.       

 8. Friend’s Group

           a. Craft night success: Craft Night was held on the night of the tree lighting and there 

   was a great turnout. 

   b. Author contest award award dates:  Awards for both the children and adult winners

will be given out on the same night.  Submissions in the new graphic category will be displayed in the library.  

9. Other:  Dail gave a $200 donation to the library in honor of the Board and staff.  A motion was made by Laskowski and  2nd by Mueller to accept the gift.  Motion passed.  Trustees agreed it should be used for the new YA area.  

10. Public Comment:  None

11. Adjourn:   8:50 pm

NEXT MEETING on January 19 at 7:00 pm        

Respectfully submitted by Judy Koopmann

